
 

 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Dunnington Parish Council 

Held on Monday 8th September 2025 
7.00pm 

At The Tower Room, St Nicholas Church, Church Street, Dunnington, YO19 5PW 
Clerk - Sophie Durham 

Parish.clerk@dunningtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

 
Present: Cllrs Ruston (Chair) Cllr Shaw (Vice Chair), Cllr Jackson, Cllr Anderson, Cllr Major, Cllr 
Dykes, Cllr Swallow, Cllr Bachelor, Cllr Ford 
In Attendance: The Clerk and members of the public. 
Apologies Cllr Kay, Cllr Thompson, Cllr Rees-Gay 

 

PC/25/9/1 – Formalities 

1.1 The Chair reminded attendees of the Council’s policy regarding audio and visual recording 
of the meeting. 

1.2 The Chair welcomed Cllr Bachelor to the meeting. 

1.3 Apologies for absence were received and recorded. 

 

PC/25/9/2 – Declarations of Interest 

2.1 No applications for dispensation were received. 

2.2 Cllr Shaw declared a personal interest in matters arising under the item PC/25/9/12 ref. 
25/01460/FUL 

 

PC/25/9/3 – Minutes 

The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 14 July 2025 were confirmed as a true and 
accurate record. 

 

PC/25/9/4 – Exclusion of Press and Public 

4.1 It was resolved to exclude the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meetings) Act 1960 for the consideration of items 6.1, 6.2, 10.1, and 7.3(b) due to the 
confidential nature of the business. 
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4.2 Parishioners raised concerns regarding planning application 25/01460/FUL (HMO 
application), which were discussed under item PC/25/9/12. 

Cllr Ruston advised the Parishioners that the Parish Council have no authority as to the 
decision making at City of York Council. 
Cllr Jackson confirmed that the Council had reviewed residents’ concerns via the City of York 
Council’s online portal. 
Cllr Bachelor queried whether a HMO licence had already been obtained; the Clerk confirmed 
this information was not available. 

 

PC/25/9/5 – St Nicholas Church 

The Council discussed the Parish Council’s support for volunteers to maintain St Nicholas 
Church Churchyard. 

• It was noted that City of York Council (CYC) is responsible for the upkeep of the 
churchyard. 

• Cllr Dykes advised this was legally the responsibility of CYC.  
• Cllr Jackson advised Grant Applications are only considered in April and September at 

the FSAC Meetings and the recent application submitted did not meet the 
eligibility criteria under "projects which are the prime responsibility  
of other public bodies" are not eligible and that a response will be 
forthcoming as the clerk had only returned from annual leave today. 

•  Cllr Dykes also referenced grants are not for general ongoing maintenance. 
• Volunteers requested a policy change to allow support; however, Cllr Shaw clarified 

that as custodial trustees, the Council has a legal obligation to support the PFA and 
Reading Rooms, however, not the church. The current grant policy cannot be 
amended. 

• Cllr Ruston reported that Ward Cllr Rowley had been in contact with CYC to raise 
concerns over CYC lack of support and clarity on their upkeep. Cllr Dykes advised he 
will reach out to City of York Council via the Parish Liaison Meeting in December. 

• Volunteers expressed their frustration regarding the lack of progress despite efforts to 
engage CYC. 

 

PC/25/9/6 – Committee Recommendations 

6.1 Staffing Committee (press and public excluded)  

The Clerk Left the Meeting Room. 
Cllr Jackson provided an update. 



 

 

• It was RESOLVED to increase the Clerk’s contracted hours from 16 to 18 per week. Cllr 
Ruston proposed and Cllr Major seconded. 

• Council were advised of the recent national joint council services pay 
award for 2025-2026 which will to be back dated to April 2025. 

• Clerk Appraisal between Cllr Jackson, Cllr Anderson and the Clerk will be organised 
before the October Council meeting and feedback will be given.  

The Clerk returned to the Meeting Room. 

6.2 Finance Committee (press and public excluded) 
Cllr Dykes updated on meetings held on 4 August and 1 September. 

• Barclays account remains open with a £2,500 balance as contingency. 
• Unity Trust Bank is now fully operational. 
• Clerk to complete paperwork to set up an account with Skipton Building Society in 

liaison with councillors. Then all monies transferred from the Cambridge Accounts and 
following this the Cambridge Accounts will be closed down. 

 

PC/25/9/7 – Representative Reports 

7.1 Cemetery 
a. Cllr Dykes obtained two quotes for Cemetery Road works; third quote pending. 
DEFERRED to October meeting. 
 
b. Tree planting proposal at the Cemetery: REJECTED (2 cllrs in favour, 3 cllrs against, 4 cllr 
abstentions). Alternative planting area to be considered in October meeting. 
 
c. Update on burial rules to be brought by Cllr Shaw to the next meeting. DEFERRED to October 
Meeting. 

7.2 Allotments 

• A letter from the school regarding involvement at the Allotments was acknowledged. 

7.3 Communications Group 
 
a. Cllr Swallow prepared two documents, however these will to be DEFERRED to the October 
meeting once councillors have had chance to look over the documentation. 
Cllr Jackson reminded the group of available templates on the YLCA website. Cllr Jackson also 
offered support with the website, which was welcomed. 
 
b. (Press and public excluded) 
Cllr Ruston reminded councillors of the importance of the Code of Conduct, especially 
regarding social media.  

 



 

 

 

7.4 Hassacarr 

• Agreed that Hassacarr could apply for a tree grant; Clerk to submit application once 
information is received from the Hassacarr Group. 

 
7.5 In Bloom 
 
a. Cllr Dykes has gathered information; Clerk to obtain quotes for spring 2026 planting. 
b. RESOLVED to put up Christmas Trees along York Street, as per previous years Quotation 
previously approved at September 2025 Finance Meeting. 
c. RESOLVED to allow In Bloom to use the Scout Hut for meetings (self-catered, responsible for 
tidying). 
 

 

PC/25/9/8 – Community 

8.1 Resident Communications 
Concerns included: 

• Hedge cutting on York Street (now completed). 
• HMO application (see item 12). 
• Social media concerns (to be addressed by Communications Group). 

8.2 Police 

• Absence of police presence at the meeting was noted with disappointment. 
• Monthly police reports were reviewed. 

8.3 Village Cross 

• Cllr Ford raised concerns over its vulnerability and poor previous repairs. 
• Cllr Dykes is liaising with specialist stone masons and will apply for Listed Monument 

Consent. 

8.4 Metal Soldier Statue 

• Clerk to order and arrange temporary placement until a final location is agreed. 

8.5 Village Phone Box 

• Now insured. Council to seek ideas from residents via Grapevine newsletter. 
Communications Group to action. 



 

 

 

 

PC/25/9/9 – Events 

9.1 Future Fundraising Events 

• DEFERRED to October. Clerk to request full costings and proposals in advance of at 
least one week before the Meeting. 

9.2 Community Fund 
a. Council RESOLVED to adopt the following wording definition: 

“The Community Fund is a ring-fenced fund, separate from the monies raised through the 
parish precept. It consists of profits (up to a maximum of £5,000 per annum) generated through 
events or other fundraising activities. Expenses or deficits from these activities will be covered 
by the fund. The fund is intended to support community events for the benefit of the village.”  

b. It was RESOLVED to amalgamate the Community Fund and Community Events group. 

c. Planning for 2026 events DEFERRED to October. Any councillors with suggestions to submit 
to Clerk at least one week before the Meeting date. 

 

PC/25/9/10 – Finance 

10.1 Quotes / Spending Approvals (press and public excluded) 
Non 

10.2 Payments APPROVED: 

• HMRC – £295.40 
• Unity Bank Charges – £8.40 
• Water Stream – £156.80 

10.3 Bank Reconciliations 

• May, June, July, and August 2025 reconciliations NOTED. 

 

PC/25/9/11 – Delegated Planning Authority 

• DEFERRED to October. 



 

 

 

PC/25/9/12 – Planning Matters 

New Applications Considered: 

Ref Location Proposal Decision 

25/01589/TPO 
Bramble End, 
Derwent Lane 

Fell 1 Ash tree (TPO) No objection 

25/01595/TCA The Poplars, 46 
York St 

Fell 2 Yew trees 
(Conservation area) 

No objection 

25/01460/FUL 5 Lime Tree Mews 7-bed HMO 
Object – Clerk to submit objection 
letter and circulate to full council 

25/01435/FUL 
Meadowville, Hull 
Road 

Battery energy storage 
system 

Error – in Murton 

25/01481/FUL 
1 Thornhill, Bore 
Tree Baulk 

Single-storey rear 
extension 

No objection 

25/01238/FUL 
Windmill House, 
Hull Road 

Erection of 3 
commercial units 

No comment 

Approved Applications Noted: 

• 25/00411/FUL and 25/00412/LBC – 13 York Street 
• 25/01240/FUL – Compass House 
• 25/01026/FUL – 9 Springbank Avenue 
• 25/01028/FUL – Plantation Barn 

Ongoing: 

• Public Restricted Byway Dunnington 28 Modification Order 
• Enforcement: Unauthorised encampment – A166 

 

PC/25/9/13 – Date of Next Meeting 

Monday 13 October 2025 at 7:00PM, Tower Room, Church Street, Dunnington. 

Signed Cllr Ruston  

 

 

13.10.25 
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